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l ife through al l  five senses and by m aking real the human experiences 
of Ch'idzigyaak and Sa',  Velm a  Wallis can be sure that Two Old 
Women will create both fascination and pride in future readers . 
Vanessa Holford 
Arizona State University 
Anna Lee Walters. Talking Indian: Reflections on Survival and 
Writing. (Ithaca, NY: Firebrand, 1 992) 222 pp. $22.95 cloth,  
$ 10.95 paper. 
Anna Lee Walters creates an interesting chronicle that i s  both 
personal and historica l .  As she writes of self and fami ly, she also writes 
about a mult itribal web of cultural bel i efs and historical in teract ions 
with whites that h ave come to define tr ibal  people  today. 
Walters i nc ludes a few of her short stories, some previously 
published and others published for the first time here; excerpts from 
her novel,  Ghost Singer; and i ndividual h istories of Pawnee, Otoe­
M issouria,  and Navaj o  from the t ime of contact with white to the 
present, offering a l i tany of ancestors' names along the way. Walters 
recognizes that her own survival i s  due to the survival of those 
ancestors . Many are positive figures; others are more controvers ia l . 
Her honest inclusivity serves as a bridge toward understanding.  By 
a l lowing her readers the opportu nity to acknowledge a r ich ancestry 
that conjures up a certain ambivalence, her readers m ay feel more at 
ease with their own fam i ly histories. Her white readers m ay also begin 
to realize that " Indian" h istory is ,  first,  a human story. 
The contexts for Walters' discussion of these personal/com­
m unal histories and of her own l i terature i s the idea of talking I ndian,  
thinking Indian.  Her own l i terary perspective starts in the oral 
tradi tion-personal word memories and voices from her earl iest 
recol lections define her l iterary experience. She begins the book by 
discuss i ng the oral tradit ion.  Obviously, her l iterary expression 
cannot be separated from her experience of tribal express ion.  The 
voice of oral tradition "emanates from several d irections, " Walters 
says, "and leads the people a round to other t imes and p laces, as far out 
as into the heavens and up to the stars, a journey sti l l  accessible, but 
only through the spoken word . .  . I t  i s  our voice and the voice of our 
ancestors, and yet  i t  i s  something me,  something l arger .  We cannot 
separate ourselves from it because i t  i s  i mpossible to know where it  
ends and we begin . .  . It i s  an ancient being, this voice that survives 
longer than one human being . . .  " 
Walters i s  m uch m ore eloquent and powerful in  her nonfic­
t ion prose than in  her fiction.  Her  stories are en joyabJe, but they seem 
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skimpier than th is  prose that carries e legantly-i n her s impl e  i n for­
mative style-so much weighty personal and communal  legacy. 
Walters i l l ustrates from her " i ns ider" point of view the 
a l ienation and confusion of a ative ch i ld in  a white educat ional  
system.  In  school ,  Ind ians were d iscussed always in reference to the 
past or were erased completely from the curricu lum because they 
were seen as defeated people. 
In l i terature, Walters sees the misrepresentations and the 
eradication of tribal people as educative propaganda used to keep 
Indians in their pl ace-that is, i nvis ible ,  dead-whi le  mainta in ing 
the  "m ainstream 's" status quo .  Because nontribal  scholars "do not 
necessari ly know tribal people best , " Walters argues for the " i n herent 
right of tr ibal people to interpret events and time in their worlds 
accordi ng to their own aesthetics and values, as a component of 
American h istory, even when this interpretation i s  d i fferent from 
that of mainstream h i story." So far, she adds, even after five hundred 
years, at ive people "remain strangers to American society and 
h istory . "  
With t h i s  book, Walters'  d iscussion of her  own l i fe and 
l i terature makes her and her non tribal readers less estranged from one 
another.  Wal ters generously offers readers a rather comprehensive 
look i nto the legacy of one Native American writer, her way of 
th ink ing and being in  the world,  a personal  defi n it ion that refines  
and expands publ ic  defi n i t ions of " American " h istory and l i terature. 
E l izabeth McNeil 
Arizona State Un ivers i ty 
Usha Welaratna.  Beyond the Killing Fields: Voices of Nine Cambo­
dian Survivors in America . (Stanford, CA: Stanford University 
Press, 1 993) 285 pp.,  $ 29.95 hard cover. 
Although approximately 1 50,000 Cambodi ans now res ide i n  
t h e  United States, very l i tt le  i n formation h a s  been publ ished o n  th i s  
group. When ava i lable at a l l ,  descriptive and stat ist ical  data  about 
Cambodians  is genera l ly  lumped together with that of Laotians  and 
Vietnamese in  the category "Southeast Asian Refugees . "  This is a 
grave shortcoming:  fi rst, because the Cambodians '  culture i s  qu i te 
di fferent from that of other Southeast Asians-making aggregate 
accounts of their  experience i naccurate; and second, and perhaps 
even more important, i s  the fact that the Cambodi a n  people have 
experienced one of the most horrible holocausts i n  modern history, 
making their  ordeal one which should be wel l -documented such that 
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